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Brachythemis impartita (Karsch, 1890) 
V.J. Kalkman & G. De Knijf 

Taxonomy 
Until 2009 the name Brachythemis leucosticta (Bur
meister, 1839) was used for the Brachythemis species 
occurring in Europe and North Africa. Dijkstra & 
Matushkina (2009) showed that what was considered 
one species are in fact two closely related species, which 
differ in both male abdominal structure and the color
ation of the wing venation. True B. leucosticta is con
fined to the southern two-thirds of Africa and Mada
gascar whereas the species occurring in the northern 
two-thirds of Africa is B. impartita . 
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Distribution 
World: The species has a scattered distribution over the 
northern two-thirds of Africa, although it is absent from 
desert areas. Since the end of the 1970s, it has become 
increasingly common in the southern half of the Iberian 
Peninsula, Sardinia and parts of Sicily. In western, cen
tral and eastern Africa its range broadly overlaps with 
that of its sibling species B. leucosticta, which replaces it 
in the southern part of Africa and Madagascar (Dijkstra 
& Matushkina 2009) . In northern Africa B. impartita 
has just scattered occurrences in the region from Moroe
co to Tunisia and in Mauritania and the Nile Valley, 
where it is generally uncommon although locally abun
dant. In Soutb-west Asia it extends across the Levant to 

southern Turkey and was recently found on Cyprus. An 
old museum specimen from Georgia (Bartenev 1913) 
probably refers to a wanderer. The few records of 
Brachythemis from the Arabian Peninsula that were 
checked were found to refer to B. impartita . 

Europe: Brachythemis impartita is a newcomer to 
Europe, being first recorded in Portugal in 1957 (Reis 
Moura 1960). Further findings remained rare until the 
beginning of the eighties, with first records in Spain in 
1961 (Compte Sart 1962), Sardinia in 1979 (Crucitti et 
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al. 1981) and Sicily in 1980 (Carchini 1983). Since 
then, the species has expanded to Cyprus (2007) (Cat
de 2007) and Corsica (2013) (Duborget 2013). At 
present, it is locally camman in southern Sicily, Sardin
ia (Hardersen & Leo 2011) and the south-west of the 
Iberian Peninsula. Scattered records are known from 
central and eastern parts of Spain . Densities can be 
locally very high and the species is, for example, the 
most camman summer dragonfly on Sardinia (Harder
sen & Leo 2011). Over 10 000 adults were recently 
seen along several hundred metres of the shoreline of a 
Portuguese barrage dam and the lake itself was esti
mared to be home to millions of individuals (De Knijf 
& Dernolder 2010). For Cyprus there is only one 
record of three individuals observed in August 2006 
and it is unclear if the species is established on the 
island (Sparrow et al. 2015). 

Trend and tonservation status 
Records suggest that in recent decades, B. impartita 
has increased in northern Syria and the nearby part of 

Flight period 

Turkey as well as in so urh-western Europe, expanding 
significantl y to the nor th. However, on ly vagran ts 
have been found in th e Europea n part of the Eas t 
Mediterranean and thus far no significant expansion 
has occurred there. Desp itc its re latively sma ll Europe
an range, the species is considered of Least Concern, 
as it probabl y profits from bath elimate warming and 
the creation of a number of dam lakes which all owed 
it to spread bath southwards in Morocco and Tunisia 
(Boudot & De Knijf 2012) and northwards in Europe 
and the Levant. 
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Brachythemis impartita has a long !light period and in Europeis on the wing trom ApriljMay to September/ October (Sánchez Garcfa et 
al. 2009, Maravalhas & Soares 2013, Riservato et al. 2014b). 
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Habitat 
Brachythemis impartita breeds in a wide range of stag
nant water boclies with a preferenee for large lakes. 
Many European populations established on large man
made barrage lakes. The species is also found, albeit 
much less frequently, on slow flowing rivers . Preferred 
habitats have open water with varying level and are 

surrounded by gentie sloping and fully sun-exposed 
dirt banks with little or no vegeration (Jacquemin & 
Boudot 1999, Sánchez Garda et al. 2009, De Knijf & 
Dernolder 2010). The speciesoften occurs in high den
sities and shows a nomadie behaviour, resulting in a 
readily colonisation of newly created water boclies and 
in records of vagrants outside of its breeding range. 

Crocothemis erythraea (Brullé, 1832) 
V.J. Kalkman 

Taxonomy 
In several European countries, Crocothemis erythraea 
was regarcled as a subspecies of C. servi/ia for most of 
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European distribution 

the 20rh century. The two taxa are however structural
ly distinct (Schneider 1985) and are currently regarcled 
as full species . Crocothemis servi/ia is an Oriental spe
cies extending west as far as the Levant and part of the 
southern coast of Turkey; it does not occur in Europe. 
The relationship of the European and west Asian pop
ulations of C. erythraea with those in the Middle East 
described as C. erythraea chaldaeorum Morton 1920 
is still unclear, as well-defined characters separating 
the two have not yet been identified (see e.g. Schoeider 
1985, Borisov & Haritonov 2008, Schröter 2011) . 

Distri bution 
World: Crocothemis erythraea is very common and 
widespread throughout Africa, the Mediterranean, the 
Arabian Peninsula and large parts of south-west Asia. 
In the Jatter, it overlaps with its Oriental sibling spe
cies, C. servilia . Correct identification of these two 
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