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INTRODUCTION Rosa rugosa was introduced 

to Europe from E Asia in the late 18th century 

and became popular as an ornamental plant in 

the 20th century. Due to its salt tolerance and 

shielding function it was regularly planted in 

coastal regions, from where it spread, 

naturalised and became invasive. 

In northwest Europe various management 

approaches are applied under different 

circumstances and at different intensities, with 

varying levels of success: 

• Herbicide treatment to either kill the bushes 

or to control regrowth from cut stems is not 

recommended because of the environmental 

contamination. 

• Cutting or mowing followed by either 

covering with sand, burning on site, burial or 

removal of the plant debris. 

• Grazing with various large herbivore species 

to control scrub encroachment or to control 

regrowth after cutting or mowing. 
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MANAGEMENT  
Before deciding whether or not non-native 

scrub needs to be controlled, the conservation 

value of the scrub habitat has to be assessed. 

Conservation value and ecological services of 

R. rugosa scrub, however, differ from native 

shrublands. R. rugosa represents a rapidly 

growing species, invading valued habitats and 

therefore control or eradication is necessary in 

many cases.  

Successful removal of R. rugosa is difficult due 

to its functional traits such as the strong ability 

to resprout from small vegetative fragments. 
 

TREATMENT SPRAYING CUTTING, MOWING GRAZING DIGGING OUT, MANUAL DIGGING OUT, MASCHINE 

EQUIPMENT 
manual spraying 

(Glyphosate) 

brushcutter, sickle-bar-

mower, flail-mower 

sheep , robust cattle, no 

additional  winter feeding 
hoes, shovels 

excavator (+sieved sand) 

[frontloader, bagger ] 

FREQUENCY 
1 (summer) 

2 (spring, summer) 

up to 4-times a year 

up to 5-times first year 
year-round, winter,  

[summer grazing] 
 1 a year 1  a year 

BIOMASS dead biomass removal removal, burning 

better results in 

combination with 

previous cutting 

removal, burning, burial   removal, burning, burial 

FOLLOW-UP 
manual removal,  

cutting, mowing 

manual removal, grazing, 

cutting, mowing up to 3-

times a year,  

geotextile cover > 2 yrs 

grazing manual removal 

manual removal, plastic-

foil cover, cutting, mowing,  

grazing, herbicide 

REPETITION every year, up to 5 yrs up to10 years 
after 5 years grazing 

good results 
every year, up to 5 years every year, up to 5 years 

PROBLEMs 
environmental 

contamination 

strong regrowth, partly 

rejuvenation, and lots of 

new seedlings 

first 1-2 years further 

spreading 
many resprouts 

many resprouts, 

disturbance by vessels 

SUCCESS 
more or less good 

removal 

different: decline in size, 

in best case removal  

good reduction in growth 

high, density and size 

few reduction to more or 

less good removal 
good removal 

SUITABILITY 
single bush treatment, 

impassable areas 

large, passable  areas 

with large stands 

large, impassable areas, 

support open landscapes 

small sized shrubs, 

impassable areas 
large; passable areas 

RECOMMENDATION * ** ** *** **** 

In Europe, it is now a well established alien 

with a distribution that stretches from Belgium 

to Norway and the Faroe Islands and along the 

Baltic from Germany to Latvia and Finland. In 

coastal areas, R rugosa mainly occurs as an 

invasive species in dunes, from dynamic 

yellow dunes to stabilised  dunes with heather.  

Rosa rugosa mainly establishes by vegetative 

growth, and often forms large and dense 

stands, suppressing natural vegetation. 

Consequently, its presence constitutes a 

considerable threat to open coastal dune 

vegetation that represents vegetation of high 

conservation value. 

Mowing and grazing mainly control further 

spreading, only in cases of heavy mowing 

and grazing the stands are removed . 

Digging out of individual shrubs or big 

infestations using various machines, 

combined with different follow-up methods 

are the most successful treatments to 

remove the stands. 

Apart from the choice of the management 

method, site specific conditions such as age, 

size, slope, soil type; nature protection status; 

accessibility of the invaded area, available 

resources, size of the infested area are factors 

that can explain management outcome. 

BEST PRACTICE IN MANAGEMENT OF ROSA RUGOSA 


