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Chinese muntjac (Muntiacus reevesi) is present in a few countries of 
the European continent. Given its invasion history in Great Britain (a), 
the species is listed as of Union concern. 

In Flanders (Belgium), muntjac is increasingly observed. Genetic 
analysis indicates that many sightings represent independent releases 
or escapes. These introductions run parallel to the strictly enforced ban 
on muntjac (b). 

By means of camera traps, we support the attempted removal of a feral 
population of muntjac in a public woodland park (c-f). This 135-ha 
domain holds the oldest known population in Flanders, and stems from 
a nearby, formerly captive (illegal) population. Genetic analysis also 
shows this population to act as a source for dispersing individuals (a). 
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Muntjac is clearly crepuscular (g). Only ten animals were culled during the two winters. Sightings decreased 
during periods of control, but seem to have rebounded quickly (h). Current efforts are unlikely to eradicate the 
population, though may help to turn it from a source into a sink. 

(a) Distribution of muntjac in Europe (GBIF.org). (b) Network showing links between muntjac 
groups in Flanders (wild or captive), based on 18.762 SNP's (Deflem et al., in prep.). Each link 
equals the relation coefficient among the most related individuals. Colours are provinces. (c) 
Evil-looking buck. (d) Buck and doe. Mating is aseasonal. (e) Fox chasing two muntjac. (f) High 
seats are staffed during winter. (g) Daily activity of muntjac (blue, n = 616), roe deer (green) and 
man (grey). (h) Weekly numbers of sightings per cameratrap-day for winter 2020-’21 (left) and 
2021-’22 (right). Periods of control are shown in grey. 

Our results illustrate the secretive nature of muntjac, allowing it to 
thrive in a suburban park with intense recreation. Further study is 
needed to understand population size, demography and regional 
genetics. The use of thermal-imaging drones is planned. 

To prevent an invasion at the continental scale, an increased exchange 
of knowledge on the population status across Europe is needed. 
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