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ñAre contaminants in eels contributing to their decline ?ò 



Flanders Eel Pollution Monitoring 

Network 



Flandersô Eel Pollution Monitoring Network 

Å a 15 -years work, started in 1994  
Å network of 376 stations  
Å 3093 eels were analysed individually  
Å 82262 contaminant measurements in eel  



Substances: PCBs ï OCPs - HM  

Å Dieldrin  

Å Aldrin  
Å a-HCH 
Å Ȃ-HCH (Lindane)  
Å Endrin  
Å Hexachlorobenzene (HCB)  
Å DDTs 

Å p,pô-DDD (TDE)  
Å p,pô-DDT 
Å p,pô-DDE 

Å trans -nonachlore  

 

Å Cadmium  
Å Mercury  
Å Lead  
Å Zinc  
Å Copper  
Å Nickel  
Å Chrome  
Å Arsenic  
Å Selenium  

Å PCB 28  

Å PCB 31  
Å PCB 52  
Å PCB 101  
Å PCB 105  
Å PCB 118  
Å PCB 138  
Å PCB 153  
Å PCB 156  
Å PCB 180  

 

And, on a selection of sites : brominated flame retardants, volatile 
organic compounds, perfluorinated compounds, dioxines, dyes.  



Standardised sampling of eel  

Å Electrofishing by boat or wading  
Å Fykenets  
Å Yellow eels  
Å Length class 35 -45 cm  

 



 


