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Introduction 
Trained scent detection dogs can provide a fast, reliable 
and non-invasive method for detection of a variety of 
target species for nature monitoring. Therefore, it could 
be an ideal tool for the monitoring of some difficult to 
observe Natura 2000 species. However only limited 
experience is available in Europe.  

The use of trained dogs is also recommended as a more 
efficient and faster method for carcass searches in 
comparison to humans locating bat collision fatalities in 
wind farms.  

 

Objectives 
Gain experience, create a supply of trained dogs, and 
convincing stakeholders of the usefulness. 
 

Materials and methods 
In Flanders (Belgium), a volunteer program was set up 
where a professional scent dog trainer selected eight 
human-dog dyads and assisted them in scent training on 
different difficult to observe target species. Training 
experience of the volunteers ranged from very restricted 
to professional level. The dogs are of varying breeds, both 
sexes and ages between 1.5 and 5 years. Each dog was 
trained on one or two target species. Two dogs (see 
below) were trained to search for bat carcasses. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First results  
All dogs, including those trained for bats, managed to 
correctly discriminate the target species, with inter-
individual differences in learning speed and drive. 
Detection problems to find bat carcasses in the field were 
(probably) related to the condition of the carcasses, 
weather (temperature, rain, wind) and persistence to 
search for longer periods.  
 

Plans for the future 
The two trained dogs for bats can be set in for searching 
bat carcasses during 2020-2023 (min. 15 days/year).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Common Pipistrelle (Pipistrellus pipistrellus), collided with a wind turbine  

First training in the field 
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